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“Are We “Poor Wayfaring Strangers”?”

...from The Desk of David

Some would say that my father, Eli Dickerson, was not a good singer. But, | would say that Dad could be
a very good singer! When he was alone in his basement lawn-mower repair shop, Dad would occasionally belt
out a few phrases and lines from some old ballad or gospel hymn. He would sing from his heart when he would
sing one of his favorites: “I Am A Poor Wayfaring Stranger”.

The opening lyrics to one version of that old
ballad went like this: “I am a poor wayfaring
stranger, I’m travelin’ through this world of woe”.

My father could identify with that "plaintive
traveler” and his/her journey through this “world of
woe”. | canimagine that: you and | can also identi-
fy with that traveler. We can turn-on the news and

hear:

e That earthquakes in Syria and Turkey have
claimed 50,000 lives, or more;

e That the war in Ukraine has claimed 100,000
Ukrainian soldiers; 200,000 (or more) Russian
soldiers, and perhaps 100,000 civilians or more;

e That Covid has claimed over 6 million world-
wide and over 1 million in the U.S. alone!

On a personal level, if we are honest with
ourselves, our own personal failures and sins only
add to “this world of woe”.

There is much about the “hard realities” of
our journeys through “this world of woe” that
would convince us that all of our journeys will end
badly. That decay, destruction, and death will speak
the final word for ourselves, for the world, and even
for the universe itself.
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Never-the-less, on Easter Sunday (and on every other day of its life), the church declares “the Good
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News” (the Gospel) that “decay, destruction, death” will not speak the final word in our existence. Rather,
God, in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from death into the life everlasting, will speak the final word in our ex-
istence.

May the “Good News” of Easter empower you and me to continue our journeys through “this world of
woe” in the Spirit of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; in His Spirit of optimism and hope that “nothing,
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not even this world of woe” , ... will ever separate us from the love of God for us in Jesus Christ”!

As Christians we may journey through a “world of woe”, however, we do not journey alone. Our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, is always with us and for us! More than that, we do not journey as powerless victims,
we journey as disciples of our Lord Jesus who calls us to transform “this world of woe” into a better world.

Peace in Christ,
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eact senuice ar 12:50 fun
March 15 Rev. Rob Lough Ham bisculits, potato salad, fruit,
Former Pastor at St. Mark’s UMC Daleville desserts
March 22 Pastors Tom ano Naoml Powers Chiclken salad crolssants, vegetable
Daleville Chureh of the Brethren salad, chips, oesserts
March 29 Rev. Fr. David standfill Sub sandwiches, coleslaw, chips,
Chureh of the Transfiguration, Flncastle plekeles, dessert
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By Sadie Stein
March 2, 2015

OUR DAILY CORRESPONDENT

“In like a lion, out like a lamb” has always seemed a straightforward enough proverb: when
March starts, it’s still winter, and by the end of the month spring has begun. True, in many
climates the weather hasn’t quite reached the lamb stage by the end of the month—it’s
more like a surly cat, maybe, or one of those awful territorial honking geese. But we get the
idea. | have seen the phrase referred to as an “eighteenth-century saying” in more than one
unreliable Internet source, while Wikipedia calls it “an old Pennsylvania” saw.

Other March Sayings

from the same article
So many mists tn March You see
So many frosts tn May will be, /
A Peck of Mareh-Dust, and a Shower in May \ I,
Makes the Corn green, and the Fields gay. '

March mawg—Wcathcrs rain'd and blow’d

, Spring never waits for winter to leave
But March grass never did good,

It comes and drlves away the cold

MARGH 4-"." "'I[ You need no p(j.rfec’r time to S’ra-r’r
You start, and Tt's the perfect time

ONLY DAY THAT IS

AI'SOASENTENGE QurMindfullife.com

JOHN GREEN

PICTURE QUOTES . cor



https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/unalion.jpg
https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/author/sstein/
https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/our-daily-correspondent/
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SLooking Whead to Haster and the rest of March

e Remember to order you daffodils or tulips for the Easter Day Service. Cost
$15 each. Call Danette by Tuesday, March 14 to order if you haven't already
done so.

o David'’s Sunday School Class (meets at 9:30 before church) will be studying

the 4 gospels’ accounts of Easter. All are welcome,

e Remember Lyn Burton’s Bible Study on Monday in March at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.
e  March 23 at 7:00 pm—Session Meeting in the Fellowskip Hall

e  March 29 at 4:30 lom—Worskip Committee Meeting in the Fellowship
Hall

o April 2 Palm sunday—the congregation will gather on the portico before

worskilo and process in with po\lms to put on the alter and then go to your seat

)

e PALM SUNDAY April 2—Covered Dish luncheon after church W

MAUDYTHORSERY,
INREMEESINEEM f¥ e Thursday, April 6, Maundy Tkurso(olg—Tenebme Service in the sanctuary

at 7 pm. Communion will be served bg intinction. The hand bells will be

April 9—EASTER SUNDAY—gather at the hill in Godwin Cemetery at 7 am for a
joint Sunrise Service with FUMC; regulolr service will be held at 10:30 in our
sanctudry at 10:30 am. The hand bells will be preforming.

e David will be on “Study Leave/Vacation” April 10—16




